[Traumatic injuries to the central nervous system and their repair].
Brain and spinal cord lesions have an increasing social and economic importance. Accidental trauma of various kinds is the main cause of mortality of children and young adults in developed countries. Only cardiac disease and cancer surpass the number of death caused by accidents and, examining the number of potential work years lost, CNS lesions surpass all other problems. Most brain and spinal cord injuries cause chronic incapacity and frequently occur to individuals under 45 years of age. Edema and other acute events can be efficiently treated and CNS lesions may not be mortal, but are incurable. The final outcome of CNS injury depend on the area damaged and the extent of the lesion, but the best present therapies can offer is relief of the symptoms and rehabilitation. This review examines the present state of functional repair of experimental central nervous system trauma.